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- Your Professional Real
HOME cw”[LL _. Esta.te Connection

QHECK VISITS

Nationally Ranked with the Best Resources
Over 20 years experienced and knowledgeable in real estate sales
Great references at www.VeniceSarasotaConnections.com

Low Inventory - Now is the Time to Sell!
Contact me for a Complimentary Consultation with a
FREE Market Analysis on your home.

We're your personal assistants while you're away.

With no minimum number of visits per month Dan A, Hlyewa
or year, we offer concierge services to meet ;

your specific needs. Snowbirds Home Watch,
LLC is fully bonded and insured.
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n Producer
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aConnections.com Real Estote LH: H. “
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. |(SOLUTIONS
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Call us today for peace of mind: (341) 500 - 9015

When was A |
ourlast A/C &=
service? f#
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& I
www.TotalAirFL.com for the price of two (2), regularly $149 |

| Mew customers only. Cannot be combined with any other offers or discounts. |
Jam-Tpm Mon-5at  24-Hour Emergency Service Available % == s s s sn on s o o s s s s v - - - —

(,941-246-2174 |FREE Maintenance Inspection
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Meet Your Gran Paradiso Team

|

GRANT GORSKI

BRITTANY BERGERON KAELAY

General Manager Assistant Manager Administrative Assistant
941.234.0450 #3 941.234.0450 #2 941.234.0450 #1
ggorski@theiconteam.com bbergeron@theiconteam.com klay@theiconteam.com

LEE MILSTEAD

Maintenance Manager Custodian Technician

Gran Paradiso Contacts

Gran Paradiso Property Owner’s Association 911-234-0450
Grant Gorski - General Manager, Gran Paradiso POA 941-234-0450
Brittany Bergeton - Assistant Manager 911-234-0450
Activities Director 941-234-0450
Karen Lay - Administrative Assistant 941-234-0450

Quick Reference Phone Numbers

Emergency. M Florida Power and Light (FPL) 800-468-8243
City of North Port, Non- Emergency. 91-426-31M Hotwire 800-355-5668
Fire Department 941-316-1217 Gran Paradiso POA 911-234-0450
Water Department (North Port Utilities)..............oooeecsrercee 911-429-7000 Lennar Customer Care 866-226-4057
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Gran Paradiso Board of Directors
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Phil Stokes James Cranston Lex van Brero Mitch Farrah
President Vice President Treasurer Secretary
gppoa.president@gmail.com gppoa.vicepresident@gmail.com  gppoa.treasurer@gmail.com gppoa.secretary@gmail.com

Kevin Shaughnessy Victor Dobrin Tom Porada
Director Director Director
gppoa.director1@gmail.com gppoa.director2 @gmail.com gppoa.director3@gmail.com
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BOARD BULLETIN
APRIL 2021

Dear Gran Paradiso Homeowners,

This bulletin is the first of regular communications our Gran
Paradiso Board of Directors intends to utilize to inform our
homeowners on the various priorities, projects, concerns, and
challenges that confront our community. In addition to quarterly
Town Halls and open Board and Committee meetings, we hope
to provide inclusiveness and transparency as we attempt to
represent your interests in overseeing the management and
operations of our POA.

LANDSCAPE & IRRIGATION

As is abundantly apparent, our landscape condition leaves more
than a little to be desired. Mother Nature, soil, irrigation, and
lawn care maintenance are the four factors that affect landscape
conditions. We will continually face droughts, turf disease, and
insect infestation, just like any other community. Proper lawn care
maintenance is designed to address these issues and should not
prevent our landscape from looking considerably better than it
looks. Artistree has regular cutting and treatment schedules that
address our needs and while Mother Nature can be relentless,
best lawn care practices can overcome her challenges.

When our community was built, the Developer left us with very
poor soil to work with. It is extremely sandy. It is riddled with
rock, gravel, and construction debris, which makes our turf and
plantings struggle to thrive. Additionally, the grass type, while
designed for hot environments like Florida, has not proven to
green up easily and is in many areas nothing more than crabgrass.
While not being able to do much about the soil, the grass type
used throughout our common areas can and will be slowly over
time, within an established and controlled budget, be replaced to
provide a drought hearty but more aesthetically pleasing turf. This
is a lengthy and costly process but necessary if we are to improve
the condition of our highly visible common areas. Irrigation, the
final variable in attaining good lawn condition, is perhaps the
most important. Qur community was allocated an irrigation water
quantity of 533,200 gallons per day by the State regulatory agency
SWFWMD. It is enforced by the WVID in West Villages. This level
of irrigation, if allocated on a level monthly basis is inadequate
to keep our landscape healthy and green. We are working with
the District to create a seasonal allocation that rises and falls
based upon the weather, while still staying within the total annual
allocation allowed by SWFWMD. This requires a coordinated
effort between the District, our POA, and our landscape partner,
Artistree. That process has commenced. The other variable in the
irrigation equation is our homeowners. The fact is, our residents
are using 50% more irrigation water than our neighbors in the
Gran Paradiso - Lifestyle Bulletin

West Villages and surrounding areas. With fewer homes and
acreage, we have been consistently overwatering, such that the
WVID has threatened to assess us their Tier Il pricing structure
which could result in anywhere between $90,000 and $180,000
per year additional irrigation expense that we would all have to
pay for in increased dues. We have had an engineering study done
to evaluate our irrigation system which uncovered no smoking
gun. It addressed several minor equipment issues that have been
addressed by the District and our POA that will help our cause.
However, the single biggest cause of our excessive irrigation
usage is homeowner abuse. While the Sub-Associations irrigation
timers are centrally controlled by our landscape companies,
the single-family homeowners all have individual timers which
can be controlled by our residents. Artistree’s wet checks have
evidenced significant abuse of watering regulations and it is the
conclusion that this problem is the single largest contributor to
our exceeding our irrigation allocation. This must stop and has
resulted in our POA instituting stiff fines for violators.

This abuse cannot and will not be tolerated. If we continue to
exceed our allocations, our irrigation water will just get shut off
when we hit our monthly allotted levels by the District. If we all
work in cooperation, and each does our part to conserve our
water resources we can significantly improve the condition of our
landscape and still comply with water regulations. Your collective
support and assistance in this matter are greatly appreciated.

INSURANCE RATE INCREASES

This April 2021 our POA renewed our annual insurance coverage.
We experienced a 100% increase in premiums due to three slip
and fall claims that resulted in almost $200,000 in payouts. Our
total annual premiums increased from approximately $72,000 to
just over $150,000. Our Finance and Insurance Committee will be
looking into options to better control our insurance costs as to be
plan towards 2022.

FEMA FLOOD ZONE CHANGES
While this issue is not the responsibility of our POA, it certainly
affects all our homeowners from a personal property standpoint.
Board member Kevin Shaughnessy has been working with the
West Villages District and the City of Northport and has reached
out to our Federal and State Representatives, as well as County
organizations, in an attempt to obtain assistance in getting
FEMA to recognize the current elevation levels of our community
property and exempt us from the X to AE designation change
affecting a great many homeowners. This is by no means a done
deal and it is impossible to assess the possibility of success.
Those homeowners affected may wish to take personal action to
file for an exemption. Our Board will promptly report any new and
relevant information regarding this matter as it is received.
Continued on page 6
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LINE OF CREDIT

We continue to pursue homeowner approval for our
recommended $750,000 line of credit to provide a rainy day fund
for extraordinary costs and expenses which we expect to incur,
but were not budgeted for, as we moved from a Developer to
Homeowner controlled community. As a newly turned over POA,
we lack a Capital Reserve Fund and the surplus working capital to
provide back up funds required over the next year or two. This line
of credit has been proposed to allow our homeowners the right
to vote on this alternative financing tool rather than your Board
implementing a Special Assessment, which could be done without
homeowner approval. Please refer to the two previously issued
communications regarding this matter for more details or feel
free to reach out to our Treasurer, Lex Van Brero, or Phil Stokes,
POA President for the answers to your questions or inquiries. It is
imperative that all homeowners vote. As of today only about 1/3
of homeowners have voted. Please vote.

ENGINEERING STUDY & RESERVE STUDY

Within the next month or two we will be engaging an engineering
and reserve study company to review our POA assets to
determine their condition, projected useful life, and estimated
cost to replace, for the purposes of engaging the Developer in
final settlement, as well as determination of a Capital Reserve
amount required annually to provide a fund to replace POA capital
assets as necessary. Once concluded, it will be the intention of
your Board to present the findings to our homeowners along with
the funding options available.

GATE ACCESS & SECURITY/PRIVACY

We have undertaken a detailed, and in-depth evaluation and study
of our entire gate access, security, privacy, card ID systems, and
data storage capabilities with the intent to upgrade, replace, and
modernize. This project is expected to result in significant savings
to our community, in the range of $50,000-$100,000 annually,
and elevate our systems to the state of the art, in an attempt to
provide a more user-friendly, efficient, secure, and economical
process.

ARC, FINE, & POLICY AND PROCEDURES

Work has begun to refine, streamline and improve our ARC,
Fine Review, and policy/procedures. This process will involve
community input, review of applicable Statutes and governing
documents, and will take some months to complete. We have
already identified four clean-up modifications to certain ARC
policies, which will be released to the community shortly, the
remaining bulk of this project is just beginning. Your Board wishes
you to know these priorities are on our radar screen.

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES

Your Board of Directors has not made a decision on hiring a
full-time activities Director at this time. We presently have an
activities committee comprised of over 20 residents with skill
sets and experience that lend itself to organizing and running
activities and events for a community of our size. We already have
in the works a Memorial Day Tribute, a 4th of July celebration,
monthly Happy Hours, adult music nights, and children's movies
at the pool, as well as many more family and adult events planned
for the balance of the year. We will be publishing weekly activity
schedules online and through email blasts, as was done in the
past to make our residents aware. Our POA has an approved
annual activities budget of $15,000m plus the committee has a
fundraising program established to supplement the budget.

If the Board determines that the hiring of a full-time activities
Director is necessary, and desired by the majority of our
homeowners, it will do so. We are emerging from over a year
of Covid restrictions which curtailed all community-sponsored
events and activities, and we still must comply with CDC
recommendations as we move to ramp up our activities schedule.
As your new Board addresses many of the priorities and challenges
facing a young Association, we appreciate your patience and
understanding.

REVIEW OF VENDORS

It is the responsibility of this Board to, on an ongoing hasis,
appropriately review, evaluate, and if necessary, replace any
vendor it deems necessary. It is our fiduciary obligation to carry
out this process in a thorough, thoughtful, fair, and professional
manner. At the time your Board determines changes will be made,
we will appropriately inform allhomeowners. We ask your patience
and understanding concerning this matter, as your Board takes
this responsibility extremely seriously, and considers any change
in vendor as having a significant impact on our community and all
our residents, and should not be taken lightly.

We hope this Board Bulletin satisfactorily communicates the
current status of the many priorities and projects your new Board
of Directors is working on. We intend this to serve as a regular
method of communication to supplement our quarterly Town
Halls, Board and Committee meetings, and more detailed reports
on specific projects, as they progress.

As always, your Board of Directors remains committed to serving
the best interests of our POA and all our homeowners.

Best regards
Your Gran Paradiso Board of Directors
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Retire Well. Retire Here.

At Seaside Springs, we offer more than just a community,
we offer all-inclusive independent retirement living.
Designed exclusively for adults 55 and over, we take care of
everything with one monthly price and no buy-in fee,
so you can enjoy the good things in life.

Information Seminars

Discover the benefits of all-inclusive living. Attend a brief \ ;
presentation and be our guest for a fabulous meal at: g0 ! X RESORT LIFESTYLE

COMMUNITIES

Mattison’s Forty-One .- - ' (Smsﬂcﬁ}mlgzﬁ

7275 Tamiami Trail ¢ Sarasota, FL 34231

Lunch & Learn: 11:30 a.m. Lunch & Learn: 11:30 a.m. Call today to learn more about limited-time
Charter Residency and RSVP for an upcoming
Hotel Venezia Information Seminar:

425 US 41 By-Pass North ¢ Venice, FL 34285
941-218-0714 ag
Tuesday, May 18 | Wednesday, May 19

Lunch & Learn: 11:30 a.m. Lunch & Learn: 11:30 a.m. 1251 S. Tamiami Trail ¢ Osprey, FL 34229
SeasideSpringsRetirement.com

Tuesday, May 4 | Wednesday, May 5 Wl N . /)

Reof Repairs Tile, Maintenance
21 PT. Inspection jl Broken-Loose
Rodent Entry Vs

Not just agents, but neighbors too.

TRACY PIERCE AND DAVID, ANTHONY, REALTORS®

LIC# CCC1330779
CGC1507155

Insured Hello,

As professional real estate agents and
fellow neighbors, we know the real
value of what our neighborhood offers.

We’d love to offer our services and
resources to you, whether you’re
looking to sell, buy orinvest.

We provide proven results, exceptional

roofleakpatrol.com (941) 474-ROOF

service, market knowledge, and local
(7663) & - expertise. We are committed to creating
' apositive experience to achieve our
' customers’ real estate goals.
HOMEWATCH & CONCIERGE SERVICES BEST OF THE BEST 2019
Providing Peace-of-Mind Your Resource For All things West Villages/ Wellen Park
and Det
to Home A Owners Tracy Pierce REALTOR® David Anthony REALTOR®
y y
(941) 525-2947 941.275.1570 941.786.4282
Concierge Services, LLC . TracyPierce@michaelsaunders.com DavidAnthony@michaelsaunders.com
WhenandhowconCIerge'com TracyPierce.michaelsaunders.com DavidAnthony.michaelsaunders.com
Licensed - Bonded - Insured - Professional Home-Watch
In-Home Pet Sitting and Daily Care - Transportation Michael Saunders & Company:.
Home Project Management - Concierge and Errand Services LICENSED REAL ESTATE BROKER
“...wanted to say just how much we appreciate the service Vycr»u folks are wxury © o canure CYNTITY
providing. Excellent, and it gives us peace of mind.” [IP 2R &)ﬂz’y e ven HEAG
ALCREDITED MEMBER . . .
EN"MI“‘I III]E,\IIHF i 3 IL 110 Nokomis Ave N | Venice, FL 34285 | 941.485.5421 | michaelsaunders.com
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Activilies § Upcoming Eventls

Maw Maw Chicken Pie Truck - 3rd Tuesday at 12 to 2 pm
& every other Wednesday 5pm to 7 pm starting 4/28
Seafood Truck - every Tuesday from 12 - 1 pm
May 1st - North Port Police K9 Presentation 10 am
May 8th - Breakfast Food Trucks 8 - 11 am
M ay May 8th - Water Safety 10 am

2021 May 8th - Smartphone Trivia at 4 to 6:30 p.m.

May 11th - On Site Dermatologist 8 to 6 pm

May 14th - Teen Night
May 15th - Medicare Workshop
May 22nd - Breakfast Food Trucks 8-11 a.m
May 22nd - Kids Buy, Sell Swap Meet-Up
May 31st - Memorial Celebration

June Highlights:
Happy Hour -- Ladies Lunch -- Mommy and Me Craft Hour --
CPR/AED TRAINING -- Pool Karoke -- Teen Night & MORE!

Gran Paradiso - Lifestyle Bulletin
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Attention Little
Crafters!!

GRAN PARADISO'S
ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE IS HOSTING
A LIL CRAFTERS CLUB FOR
KIDS 18 MONTHS TO 5 YEARS OLD
ON MAY 2 FROM 11 TO 12 P.M.

Community member,

N Kirsten Ferraro will be
¥ helping the kids make
9-_ coffee filter butterflies!

$ | PLEASE RSVP BY APRIL 29TH TO
-~ = GRANPARADISOACTIVITIES®GMAIL.COM
LIMITED TO 15 CHILDREN - PARENTS

REQUIRED TO ATTEND WITH CHILD

POUGER

BRING THE KIDS!!

OFFICERS WILL BE OPEN TO ALL QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS.

.?i"

PRETEEN/TEEN GAME
NIGHT

The Gran Paradiso
Activities Committee is hosting a Pre-
Teen/Teen Board Game Night
in the Craft Room on
May 14, 2021 from 6 to 8 p.m.

AGES 10 to 16

‘ Located in'the
Craft Room |

4:00 to 5:30 pm ‘

Feel free to bring your own board game to share or
board games will be available!
. WIN PRIZES "=/ Popcorn and drinks provided!

A= SR Sl RSVP to granparadisoactivities@gmail.com

. SRRy oy ata sl C by May 10th - Limited to 30 kids
GRANPARADISOACTIVITIESEGMAIL.COM
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GP Kids Buy, Sell or Swap
Meet-Up

May 22 [rom 8 - 11 am
al the Clubhouse Parking Lot
Join us for a fun morning of shopping,
selling or trading gently used

Dirte cind Himes Touselon: ey 188 of Moon clothing, toys, sports equipment, Kids
Place: Ken and. Back's Grove City Kitchen furniture and any other o-18 Kid
2000 Cyster Creek Drive g o -
‘nd d 11}
Englewaod, FL 34224 941.460.8599 friendly items
The restaurant will pm\!id! everyons with a separate check and it wil When you are done shnpping head

include o 20% gratuity.
This is imited %o 30 people.
Please RSVP by May 1l to granparadisoactiviies@gmalcom

over to the food trucks waiting to
pump us full of much needed caffeine
and food!
greal way to meet new [riends

[BRING YOUR OWN TABLE! Please email

4 granparadisoactivities@gmail.com if
= you would like to register.

nng e (M ASTER
awin.  PLUMBERS

Plumbing Septic Gas

* Repipes & Repairs * Septic Inspections » Water Heaters
* Tub & Shower Units * ATU Maintenance * Boilers

* Garbage Disposals * Installations Water Heaters |L—

» Water Heaters * Repairs * Tankless
* Backflows « Pump Stations * Repairs MASTER PLUMBERS

* Remodels/New Const.  « Sewer Hookups * Installations
» Water Hookups P .A.N D SEPTIC
» Well & Plumbing
Inspections Fully Licensed and Insured #CFC1427155
r—=";. - A -
| Coupon Call Today for a FREE Estimate!!

I Your Next Venice/Sarasota 497-7900

g Serviee) Bradenton/Lakewood Ranch 747-9700

!_ limit one coupon per service call _! www.masterplumbersfl.com

i 10% OFFi Northport 429-8200
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FOOD gmm %
TRUCKS g

- SRV W6 WATER -46H0
SOKE 9 —x

MAY FOOD TRUCK SCHEDULE

Wednesday, May 5th Wednesday, May 19th
5 Piggies Bar-B-Que The Maine Line
gamto 11 am 11to 2 p.m.
Saturday, May 8th Saturday, May 22nd
Tubblce (coffee) 8amto 11 am Tubbice (Coffee)
Brown's Food Factory Brown's Food Factory
(Breakfast) (Breakfast)
8amto 11 am gto11am

The Dog Pound

Wednesday, May 12th 11 to 2 p.m.

Jersey Shore Crabcake

4 to7
| Iprn o/ pm Wednesday, May 26th
Maria's Italian Kitchen :
Dog Friendly Gourmet
T pmto 3 pm
- 11to 2 p.m.
Maw Max Chix Pies . . .
Maria's Italian Kitchen
1Tto3&5-7pm
1to3
Maw Max Chix Pies
Tuesday, May 18th 1to3pm &
Maw Maw Chicken Pies S5to7 pm
12-2p.m

12 Gran Paradiso - Lifestyle Bulletin
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ACROSS

1. Honor fights

6. Rodents

10. Colored part of an eye
14. An independent
film company

15. Affirm

16. Not a single one
17. Leaf opening

18. French for "Head"
19. Shower with love
20. Crybaby

22. Utilized

23. Plod along

24. Sacristy

26. Sodium chloride
30. Half of two

31. Eastern newt

32. Buckeye State

33. Stringed instrument
35. Not stale

39. Deletion

41. Ash

43. Overact

44. Always

46. How old we are DOWN
47. An unskilled actor

49. An Old Testament king - Platter 13. Squalid 42. Delete
50. " we forget" 2."Do ___ others..." 21. Hello or goodbye  45. Scram
51. Persons 3. Anagram of "Dome" 25.FFFF 48. Peyote
54. Untidyness 4. Not stiff 26. Achy 51. Noodles
56. Shade of blue 5. Aquatic mammals 27. Throat-clearing 52. Identical
57. He works with rocks 6. A type of explanation sound 53. 1/16th of a pound
63. Stars 7. Retaliator 28. Large luxurious car 55. Aroma
64. Codger 8. Carry 29. Dentifrice 58. Ripped
65. Wear away 9. Veer 34. Communicator 59. Region
66. Diplomacy 10. Manufacturing 36. Border 60. Absorbs
67. Backside 11. Perch 37. Litigates 61. Poems
68. Pariah 12.  alia 38. Command (archaic) 62. Infamous Roman
69. Away from the wind 40. Calf's meat emperor
70. Lascivious look
71. Lariat
d(3 EiIR
| s L3 %|d
L|C SIN|IN|S
MO YN oY
B d|C) 3| d
MEEIR slv H TR
EEIEIE 3| Al3] NEIDE
3|nja)l =] 1|V SILIEIL
H[s[3[4 (d{d|v[HMO[I[H|o
B - EIRIE MEEE
AHlL|E 21007
EIEI NlI|Y
L) A 3|1
F|N|O|N ki
SIRRE IR AL
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2 ms 1siness of ‘ear FLORIDA
2017 Small Business of the Yea FURNITURE SOLUTIONS

Blair Post, HAS, BC-HIS, ACA ByThe Last Straw

Board Certified Hearing Instrument Sciences
American Conference of Audioprosthology

Hearty
Referral

As a small business owner, the best compliment
| can receive is a referral. | created a story to help
my clients identify who might need my services.

When you dine out with friends, you may notice For [H]@Er[ﬁ)@ ‘ Pﬂﬁ@ Since 1980
someone who keeps saying “huh” or “what". This é LWmFgu:22:::953:"3";‘::)0"‘,
indicates they can’t hear well in a noisy setting and = Bedroom, Office, and
tends to be a first indicator of a hearing loss. much more!

Some people take a long time to admit that they

L.":'"
have hearing loss and are not eager to have their 5 pe Paffo
hearing tested. You might not be the first to ask @ﬂﬁnﬂ@
them and if enough people ask, they might get the UD@JM -
help they need. ) 901 us I')w 41 bgpasss venice, fl 54285
Over the years, | have had new clients tell me 94,_ 1. 488. 6775

they were out to dinner with friends who recom-
mended they come see me. And now, | have the
experience of having my referral suggestion taken
to a whole new level. A lovely woman, with a great
heart, was out to dinner with friends. When she
heard the gentleman sitting behind her saying “huh”
and “what” quite a lot. She turned around, interrupt-
ed him, and suggested he come and see me.

The happy ending is, he did come in. His wife

had been begging him to get his hearing checked ”ﬂ 786 7059

for a long time. Since a stranger said, “you are aquaduckplumbing|lcXcom
showing signs that you need to go see Blair". Since
he admitted he might have a loss, | was able to help

him hear better. Now, his wife is happier when they Don’t Forget to Put Away your Trash and

LICENSE CFC1428873

Plurnlbiig)

'the_ Truck with the Duck”

go out to dinner. Recvcling Bins!
Trash and recycling pickup is on Monday.
(941) 244 9300 Containers may not be placed out for
collection sooner than 6:00pm the night >
Cantemperary before collection (Sunday). Trash and
H EARI N G Recycling must be stored in your garage by 8:00pm the day
Matching your lifestyle to new technology of collection. For holidays, please follow schedule from City of
242 Tamiami Trail So, Venice, FL 34285 North Port. All containers must be kept from view of streets or

ContemporaryHearing.com adjacent lots.
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***

What is the Difference between Memorial
Day and Veterans Day?

On both Memorial Day and Veterans Day, it's customary to spend time remembering and
honoring the countless veterans who have served the United States throughout the country’s
history. However, there is a distinction between the two holidays:

e Memorial Day commemorates the men and women who died while in the military service
of their country, particularly those who died in battle or as a result of wounds sustained in
battle. In other words, the purpose of Memorial Day is to memorialize the veterans who

made the ultimate sacrifice for their country. We spend time remembering those who lost
their lives and could not come home, reflecting on their service and why we have the luxury
and freedom that we enjoy today. We might consider how we can support and safeguard
their grieving families and loved ones who are left behind.

e Veterans Day is the day set aside to thank and honor ALL who served—in wartime or
peacetime—regardless of whether they died or survived. Veterans Day is always observed

officially on November 11, regardless of the day of the week on which it falls.

Gran Paradiso - Lifestyle Bulletin 15
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Firefighter of the Year
Chief Scott Titus would
like to announce the North
Port Fire Rescue Firefighter
of the Year: Firefighter/
Engineer Anthony Morandi!

Firefighter Morandi was
nominated by his peers. In &
the nomination, Anthony’s S
work ethic, passion for the
fire service, and his ability
and desire to train his co-
workers were a common
theme!

Firefighter/Engineer Anthony Morandi is assigned to Station 86
"A" shift, in the Wellen Park area of the City. His journey in the
fire service started at Nokomis Volunteer Fire Department and
was hired at North Port Fire Rescue 6 years ago. He is part of the
first group of Driver/Engineers that completed the new program
almost 2 years ago.

He is an active member in the department and takes part in New
Hire Orientation, Live Fire, Technical Rescue, and the Driver/
Engineer Program. He says the best part of his job is mentoring
younger members of the department in the art of our craft, and
then watching them succeed and pass that knowledge on to the
next person.

Anthony is 27 years old and a Florida native, born and raised in
Venice. In what little bit of spare time he has, he works at the
family plumbing company in Nokomis, and prefers to spend any
free time on the water.

Congratulations on this recognition, Anthony!

Major General Randy S. Taylor

Major General Randy S. Taylor, U.S. Army, Retired, and his family
reside in Gran Paradiso. He enlisted at the age of 19 and served
as a Fire Support Team Leader before he was commissioned as
an Infantry officer. As an officer, he was first assigned as a rifle
platoon leader in the Berlin Brigade, West Berlin, West Germany,
where he served before, during and after the fall of the Berlin Wall.
General Taylor commanded at all levels throughout his 33 years
of active-duty service, to include as the two-star Commanding
General of a 16,000-person command and Senior Commander of
a 28,000-person base.

While assigned to the U.S. Army Special Operations Command and
deployed for Operation ENDURING FREEDOM in Afghanistan and
Operation IRAQI FREEDOM in Iraq, General Taylor commanded the
U.S. Army’s only special operations and airborne communications
battalion. His other operational deployments include Operations
DESERT SHIELD and DESERT STORM; Operation RESTORE HOPE in
Somalia; Operation UPHOLD DEMOCRACY in Haiti; and overseas
assignments at lzmir, Turkey, and Sinai, Egypt.

His staff assignments include service at the White House in the
George W. Bush administration as the Presidential Contingency
Communications Program Manager, and at the Pentagon as the
U.S. Army’s Director of Architecture, Operations, Networks, and
Space. He holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Technology
and Management, a Master’s degree in Telecommunications
Management, and a Master's degree in National Security and
Strategic Studies.

Among his awards, General Taylor has been awarded the
Distinguished Service Medal, the Ranger Tab, the Expert
Infantryman Badge, the Senior Parachutist Badge, the Air Assault
Badge, the French Commando Badge, the Army Staff Badge, and
the Presidential Service Badge.

EbpwARrRD Ross
CONSTRUCTION

SERVICES, INC.

SERVING SARASOTA & MANATEE COUNTIES & CITY OF VENICE [

941-408-8500

FREE Estimates
SIDING / ADDITIONS

Composite Roofs * Screen Rooms * Windows & Doors * Additions

ACRYLIC/VINYL WINDOWS

Re-screens ¢ Glass Rooms ¢ Concrete Slabs * Carports

Mobile Home Repair & Remodeling.
Specializing in Kitchen, Baths,
Room Additions & Flooring

Find your favorite laminate...I'll lay it beautifully.

Licensed & Insured
State Certified General Contractor
CGC1523858

References
Available

Credit Cards Accepted
L il 4 |
VISA u@ --

nu__:msc_yta.
**| aminate Floors** " :
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ONE WAY

TO REACH GRAN PARADISO RESIDENTS

» Gran Paradiso is great place to live; now it’s a great
place to find your next customer or client.

* Your message will reach over 1,400 homes in Gran
Paradiso via printed newsletter and PDF email blast

* Ad Rates as low as $0.03 per impression

e N1 * Gran Paradiso Resident Discounts Available
g Call For More Information:
COMMUNIT Community Megdia - 941.375.3699
\3

media
4communitymedia.com
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YOU CREATE THE
PERFECT HOME.

WE'LL PROVIDE THE
CASH BONUS.

HOME WATCHING
Licensed & Insured
Call Today for

Affordable Rates

& FREE Estimate
_—

(941) 500-3503

homewatcherd Bgmail com

Knewledgable
Accountable™
s Reilable Tristworthy
i Dependable
Peace of Mind

There’s never been a better time to upgrade to Carrier comfort.
For a limited time, you can claim up to $1,650 in Cool Cash rebates

on a new system. Contact us to learn more about how you can get
year-round premium comfort and energy savings. Limited time

only, call for dates and details.

Valid during normal business hours

Ho{HOouSE 2
Nead DelpD @

www.4SeasonsAC.com

941-444-1834

. One coupon per visit.
Not valid with other discounts or specials.

A+ Rated by Better Busines Bureau

E— . Hewd - rirws

o ! HEALTHOCARE
¥ $)1I®Off : What matters to you, matters to us ...
UPJ LMqlﬂlgngnEe_C_omrch When you need assistance with personal care at

home, safety and reliability matters. Our caregivers
are fully vetted and ready to provide the care you need,

License Number CAC057664 & CAC1817187 . .
right when you need it.

YASEISONS

AIR CONDITIONING, INC.

Call us today to learn more!
(941) 315-9966

interimhealthcare.com/SarasotaFL
Ask for Dr. Tony, CEO and Village Walk Resident. Accredited and Licensed #299994869

35 Years Serving SW Florida

sellingveniceflorida@gmail.com

AS YOUR GRAN PARADISO NEIGHBOR AND FULL-TIME
REALTOR ASK ME ABOUT MY DISCOUNTED COMMISSION
RATES FOR SELLING YOUR HOME!

Gulf Shores Realty Voted “Best of Venice” for 8 years in a row!
Awarded “Business of the Year”in 2019 by Venice Chamber of Commerce

“Successful People Know the Importance of Having Successful Business Partners”

3 Locations Serving Venice
981 Ridgewood Ave. - 351 W Venice Ave. « 211 S Tamiami Trail

SHORES REy,

QU

ey Croukedar

——
~

Q")\.

GULF SHORES

REALTY

Professional & Financial
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1AS NEVER BEEN WORIR MORER
'Some homes in Gran Paradiso
have sold over $80,000+ more
than in the previous years!

Is your | home one of them? Call to find out today!
Bobby: 941-468-6294 or Diane: 413-883-5850

TWO FULL-TIME REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS WORKING FOR YOU!

1%
N
[l

 RE-SALES SOLD REPORT IN GRAN PARADISD - MARCH zim

3372021 20060 RAGAZZA CIR #101 1,706 an 2018 No  3279900.00

ﬁ:zwéﬁzl 13389 CARAVAGGIO CT 2:355_ 4125 EﬁI? Yes  $611,700.00 lNVENTU HY IS I-ﬂwl
3/24/2001 20940 LOGGIA CT 2,361 3/25 2014 Yes $586,000.00 WE HAUE BUYERS'

3/23/2021 13518 BRILLIANTE DR 2300 a2 2020 Yes $648,292.00 If}fuu'rethinkingufsellingt:allus
319/202) 12470 GHIBERTI CIR #102 1,741 312 No $2689298.00 today for a FREE Market Analysis of
319/202) 12495 CANAVESE LN /684 312 2016 Yes $435000.00 your home & neighborhood!
3/15/2021 13687 BRILLIANTE DR 2318 325 2020 Yes $620,000.00

301212021 20720 GRANLAGO DR 2,251 412 Yes 3500,00000

3M1/2021 20655 ROMAGNA PL 43 i No  $385000.00

3/10/2021 13895 VANCANZA DR 2,251 2018 No $480,000.00

3/1/2021 20240 LAGENTE CIR , No  $270,000.00

3/1/2021 20181 RAGAZZA CIR 101 106 ) No  $297500.00

30/2021 12603 GARIBALDI LN 1568 R  OCDY LAWRENCE DIANE GAGNON
301/2021 20595 BUOND CT ' No  $355000.00 941.468.6294 413.883.5850

12,0 0.8
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